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Executive Summary

This Record of Decision for the John Day River Management Plan and Amendments to
the Two Rivers, John Day, and Baker Resource Management Plans is the culmination of
a process that began in 1988 when Congress passed the Oregon Omnibus Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act and designated portions of the John Day River a Wild and Scenic
River.

We are convinced that the best way to protect and enhance river values such as
recreation, fish, wildlife, vegetation, scenery, and water quantity and quality is through
careful management of the lands within the John Day Basin. Most of our decisions are
limited to BLM-managed lands in the designated John Day and South Fork of the John
Day Wild and Scenic Rivers and the undesignated portions the mainstem and major
tributaries of the John Day River. We see these decisions as important and necessary
steps in protecting river values.

The BLM manages 7% of the land within the John Day Basin. The land owned by the
Blm within the planning area represents 2% of the land within the John Day Basin.
Because of the limited area affected by most of our decisions we have concluded that
cooperating with tribal, other federal, state, local government, and private land
managers throughout the John Day Basin is key to protecting river values within the
planning area Proper management of lands controlled by these authorities is
necessary to ensure that water flowing into the designated river segments is sufficient to
protect and enhance river values, including providing fish habitat that will maintain the
viability of endangered fish stocks.

The urgent need to protect Outstandingly Remarkable Values (ORVs) is the primary
reason for the decisions we have chosen. However social considerations were also part
of the decision making process. Where there were two or more alternatives that would
equally protect and enhance river values, we have favored, where possible, the
alternative that would cost the taxpayers less money, have the least adverse impact on
local communities, and support the needs of the greatest proportion of river users.

Relationship Between the Original and Amended John Day, Two
Rivers, and Baker Resource Management Plans

Long-term allocation of BLM-managed lands for various uses and associated
management direction is developed through Resource Management Plans, prepared in
accordance with BLM planning regulations at 43 Code of Federal Regulations, 1601.
The John Day Wild and Scenic River Management Plan amends applicable Resource
Management Plan land use allocations and management direction within portions of the
John Day River basin, with emphasis on the designated river segment corridors.

In the John Day River corridor analysis area, there are three approved RMPs which
provide management direction:

* John Day RMP (approved on August 28, 1985)

* Two Rivers RMP (approved on August 6, 1986)

* Baker RMP (approved July 12, 1989)

The John Day RMP provides decisions for BLM resources in Grant County. The Two
Rivers RMP provides decisions for Hood River, Wasco, Sherman, Gilliam, Wheeler, as
well as portions of Crook and Jefferson counties. The Baker RMP provides decisions for
all or portions of Baker, Malheur, Wallowa, Morrow, Umatilla, and Union counties in
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Oregon, as well as portions of Asotin and Garfield counties in Washington. The only
portion of the Baker RMP planning area that overlaps the John Day river corridor is in
extreme southern Umatilla County.

The previously approved RMPs have generally established land use allocations and
management direction that is protective of river-related values. Many resource
management programs are subject to standard BLM manuals, handbooks, or policies
that constitute program constraints. These include, but are not limited to, cultural and
historic resources, anadromous and resident fish, noxious weed control, wildfire
suppression and state air quality rules, etc.

The following table briefly summarizes existing management of key resources and notes
when this record of decision modifies existing RMP guidance.

Administrative Record

Some of the key documents in the Administrative Record for this project include
{CBEMP documents; BLM’s John Day, Two Rivers, and Baker Resource Management
Plans; all scoping tetters and responses, surveys, reports, and evaluations conducted
for the EIS; all appendices attached to this ROD; and both the Draft and Final EIS.

Contact Person

For additional information concerning specific activities authorized under this decision,
contact:

Dan Tippy, Project Coordinator
Bureau of Land Management
P.O. Box 550

Prineville, Oregon 97754

(541) 416-6700
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